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Our an is Ginaeier cor public information c on construction 
projects, planning initiatives and whatever else affects the way one 
lives and works in Boston in a concise format that looks at the area 
comprehensively. It is important not only to understand the details, 
but also the interconnectedness of projects. So we launched The 
Boston Informer because we recognized a need for this information. 

The Boston Informer was created by the three of us—an 
architect, transportation planner and a management consultant. This 
“nifty new publication,” as The Boston Globe described it, is the first 
of its kind in the Boston area and certainly the first to try to make 
sense of what’s going on. The first edition generated comments from 
all over, the most frequent being, “What a great idea! It’s so hard to 
keep tabs on everything.” Well, we thought so. Despite the reces- 
sion, and because of it, there's a lot happening that we who live and 
work in Boston want to keep up on. 

So welcome to The Boston Informer and thanks for subscribing. 
Anthony Casendino, Anne McKinnon, Chris Fincham. 


Fort Point Channel Development 

The big news for the Fort Point Channel is the 
proposal by the Children’s Museum and the 
Computer Museum to build a 13,000 square- 
foot addition to their facilities on the waterfront. 
“The Waterfront Project” consists of three parts: 


“The Barge,” a floating, two-level marine center; “The Wave,” a 
three-level barge-to-museum connector and a park that will be 
created by turning the area between the building and the water into 
a public park with performance areas, tot lot, and more. An unusual 
aspect of the proposed project is that the project would eliminate all 
existing parking spaces. Bus and automobile parking is a major 
concern of the Museum's neighbors. 

The design of the connector, a 50-foot-high copper structure, 
is the work of architect Frank Gehry, designer of the Tower Records 
building in Back Bay and who proposed hanging a giant tea bag in 
a crevice at that building’s top. Boston's Schwartz, Silver Associ- 
ates are the local architects. 


|South Station 

Construction of the bus terminal at South Station 
is set to begin. The project consists of a bus 
terminal over the tracks with 29 berths for inter- 
city buses (all the buses now using the Peter Pan 
terminal) and a central ticket and baggage-han- 
dling area; ramps from the new Central Artery; and two new tracks. 
The second level of the bus terminal is being built by the MBTA for 
automobile parking! In addition to building 250 parking spaces,the 
MBTA is also building the foundation for the BRA's Tufts Univer- 
sity development which will be above the terminal. 

Also at South Station, Massport has begun the "Logan Link," 
shuttles to Logan Airport ($5 one way; $2 with T pass) 14 times a 
day. A similar airport link is planned when South Station is com- 
pleted in 1994. It will feature ticketing and baggage services at the 
bus terminal and a 10-minute express-bus ride through the Third 
Harbor Tunnel to Logan. 
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Northern Avenue On-Ramp 
The Central Artery on-ramp at Northern Avenue 
was planned for demolition as part of the utility- 
relocations. Originally, a replacement ramp was 
not planned because the traffic analysis showed 
that traffic using the ramp would be accommo- 
dated on the Congress Street on-ramp and traffic diverted to Atlantic 
Avenue would be negligible. 

However, after public discussion and a reevaluation of the 
traffic situation without the ramp, a replacement ramp is proposed 
for the median at Rowes Wharf. The new ramp is not yet confirmed 
and is still being given serious consideration. 


Without a Northern Avenue replacement ramp: 
¢ During utility construction, approximately 225 more vehicles 
during p.m. peak hour northbound on Atlantic Avenue 
« Intersection of State Street and Atlantic Avenue: Level of 
Service E (unacceptable) 
* Northern Avenue off-ramp must be removed forcing reopening 
of Dewey Square off-ramp, increasing Atlantic Avenue traffic 


With a Northern Avenue replacement ramp: 

« Fewer cars passing Rowes Wharf and Harbor Towers during 
utility construction 

* State Street and Atlantic Avenue would improve to Level of 
Service D (tolerable) 

¢ During tunnel construction, allows High Street to be reversed 
to divert a significant amount of traffic to the ramp instead of 
increasing congestion on Atlantic Avenue 

* During tunnel construction, allows removal of Congress Street 
on-ramp and relocation of Northern Avenue off-ramp in its 
place as planned. Dewey Square off-ramp would stay closed 

* Ramp would be built as a separate construction contract which 
might expedite the process 

* Allows implementation of traffic management techniques such 
as variable message signs, ramp metering and off-peak closures 
of the ramp. 
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hat the Boston Garden development is going forward, 
maybe the MBTA will reactivate its plans for the Orange and 
Green Line superstation at North Station. This $90 million 
job involves relocating the Green Line at North Station under ‘ 
the Boston Garden and creating a joint platform for Green Je 
Line and Orange Line trains. Construction will require up- : 
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| The Boston Redevelopment Authority, Environment Depart- 
ment and Parks and Recreation have formed a “Fort Point 
Channel Public Realm Plan Working Group.” The group 
consists of several city departments, the HarborPark Advisory 
Committee, Fort Point Channel CAC, various federal and state 
agencies, and concerned individuals and private groups. 

The goal of the working group is to develop a plan to ensure the 
maintenance and enhancement of public spaces along the water- 
front. It will work to promote activating the harbor’s edge for 
public access, cultural uses, water transit and other water- 
dependent and water-related activities. It is also looking at reuse 


possibilities for the Old Northern Avenue Bridge. 
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The fast-track federal courthouse project on the Fan Pier, a 
disappointment among people interested in good design, has been 
slowed down. The proponent, General Services Administration, 
requested more time to resolve some of the design issues and to 
resubmit its Environmental Impact Statement/Report. Principal |_~ 
architect Henry Cobb unveiled preliminary drawings and a model of 
the project. Comments on the project dealt not only with design, but 
also with the project not having enough money in the budget for 
appropriate landscape improvements and water’s-edge design and , 





Central Artery utility relocation update: The 
major utility relocation contracts for the waterfront 
area are: 14C1 (Congress to Broad streets); 14C2 
(Broad to North streets); and 14C3 (30-inch gas 
relocation, Gridley to India). Originally scheduled 
to begin in 1991, the first, 14C3, the 30-inch gas line, 
will be under construction mid-June. Resolution of 
the Northern Avenue on-ramp and other issues is 
needed before 14C1 and 14C2 can begin. 
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Aquarium MBTA station's redesign is proceeding, and 
although funding for the systemwide Blue Line renovations is 
uncertain, the Aquarium, Airport and Wood Island stations are 
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What's Up? What's Down? 


The MBTA is about to embark ona major study of Green 
Line Handicapped Accessibility issues. The Green Line has been 
the target of advocates for the disabled for years. Improvements 
made will comply with the Americans with Disabilities Act and 
will make the system more user-friendly for all riders. The MBTA 
is working to develop its next light-rail vehicle, a low-floor car, so 
platform-level changes at stations and outdoor stops will be 
minimal. Improvements to stations and vehicles will not only 
improve mobility for the disabled, but also will make the system 
easier to use and speed boarding and alighting, improving opera- 
tions for everyone. 





A joint effort by the Central Artery/Tunnel project and 
the Metropolitan District Commission (MDC) on a master-plan 
study of the Charles River has begun. The study will cover the area 
from the B. U. Bridge to the new Charles River Dam. A 21-member 
Citizens Advisory Committee from Boston, Cambridge and oth- 
ers includes seven members appointed by the Environmental 
Affairs as called for in its Central Artery approval. 

The plan will include expanding the Esplanade by 10 to12 acres; 
improving access for bicycles and pedestrians with pedestrian 
bridges and paths; by completing, or nearly completing, connec- 
tions between the Esplanade and the area at the No. Washington 
Street Bridge, and achieve the MDC goal of a unifiedpark system. 

Improvements also include lighting the Longfellow to and 
upgrading the Lee Pool to Olympic size. The pricetag for the 
Esplanade expansion and related work? Some $70 million... 





Debate continues over possible impacts of the Massachu- 
setts Water Resource Authority’s (MWRA) 9.5-mile wastewater 
outfall tunnel under construction for the Boston Harbor cleanup. 
Itis agreed that the tunnel will give greater dilution for the treated 
discharge, but concerns remain that the nitrogen content and form 
in the effluent could stimulate growth of toxic algae or other 
organisms that might thrive at the expense of plankton that right 
whales feed on. 

More studies are being funded by the MWRA and the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. A committee to study 
the problems is also being formed by the Mass. Department of 
Environmental Protection 





Sail Boston '92, the colorful armada coming to BostonJuly 
11-16, will be an event not to miss. A huge parade of sail on July 
11 will draw hundreds of thousands to the waterfront. The Boston 
Transportation Department will be closing streets at the down- 
town the waterfront, South Boston, East Boston and Charlestown 
to automobiles. Tow trucks will be employed to enforce no 
parking bans. The MBTA will run shuttle buses to Castle Island 
via Summer Street. 





A commission to study the restoration of Boston Harbor 
beaches has been appointed by Governor Weld and Mayor Flynn. 
The group is charged with developing guidelines for the beaches, 
which stretch from Winthrop Beach to Wollaston Beach and 
include the Boston Harbor Island Beaches. In addition to recom- 
mending specific steps to clean and provide long-term manage- 
ment of beaches, the commission's plan will include recommen- 
dations on health, access, safety, development, management, 
governance and short- and long-term funding strategies. 


The Massachusetts Highway Department, the very agency be- 
hind the Central Artery/Tunnel project and devising ways for 
commuters to avoid rush-hour gridlock, has eliminated FlexTime 
for its own employees. FlexTime proved an effective tool against 
congestion during the Southeast Expressway reconstruction and 
should be a major part of Central Artery efforts to reduce 
congetsion. If a public agency doesn't believe in FlexTime, why 
should private firms bother during Central Artery construction? 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 


Construction begins on Purchase, 
Custom House, and Broad streets 
for 30-inch gas line relocation late June 












MDC Esplanade Study Meeting 
Community Boathouse, 4:00 p.m. June 23 





Pre-scoping aoe conducted 
by EOTC on South Station to North 
Station rail, 10 Park Plaza, 2:00 p.m. June 24 
















Corporate Challenge Road Race: 
Beacon Hill/Back Bay July 








Sail Boston '92 (Tall Ships) July 11-16 
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Whom do I contact?? 


Central Artery Construction Updates 
...call CAT-INFO (228-4636) 


Central Artery Specific ST ll and Abutter 
Information...call 951-6481 


MBTA complaints, commendations 
..Call 722-521 | 


Sal LaMattina, Boston Liaison to the Central 
Artery Tunnel Project...call 635-3843 





